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Memorandum

DATE:

September 2009
SUBJECT:
3Q09 Report of the Bridge Ministry
The Bridge team spent the summer months establishing a visible presence within the Learning Center and then using that new location to provide opportunity and information to the EBC family.  The new Bridge Station is located across from the nursery and the Giving Tree is in the same lobby/entrance area.  Those two areas will allow you to find information about partner ministries, upcoming service opportunities and ministry needs that we pray you will be looking to meet.  Additionally, we provided several copies of two books that we thought would be helpful to the congregation.  One was outreach focused and the second dealt with finances.  We will continue to make these types of resources available.

The Giving Tree is adorned each week with tags that describe a need we have become aware of within our partner ministries.  These needs range from toiletries to clothes to grocery items.  Please stop by and take one and bring back that item the next time you’re at Easton.  We’ll make sure it gets to those who made the request.  Meeting these small needs will surely make a big difference so we hope you’ll make this a habitual stop.
The results of the summer “neighbor survey” revealed several consistent themes.  The most significant concern within our community is our economy and the day to day financial strain being placed on our families (that by the way was why we provided the book on finances- I believe there are a few left).  We hope to follow up and conduct some type of financial seminar.  This is currently on hold as we turn our attention to other matters.  If you would like to give us a hand and arrange such an event, please let us know- we could use your help.  Another area where we would appreciate your candid input is on the survey itself.  The level of participation was very limited (less than 50 surveys were turned in).  If you didn’t feel comfortable using it to initiate some dialogue, would you let us know how we could modify it to address your concerns…thanks.
We most recently participated in a local community day.  EBC was at the Lumberton event and interacted with several hundred people during the beautiful afternoon.  Hand outs included the new EBC brochure and an upcoming events flyer.  The brochure was designed by the staff and we expect to use it extensively in our outreach venues.

Don’t forget to take advantage of the outreach focused ABF this Fall that utilizes materials from Bill Hybels (Just Walk Across the Room).  Also be sure to mark you calendar for our Local Missions Sunday event on November 8th- we’ll have many of our ministry partners with us that day.
As always, we pray you are getting plugged in to serve others, glorify God and become refined/contagious followers of Christ.
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